ndicated, 
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My Goop Fxixxbs, 


OU and others will ſee * the Inaccuracy 
of the following Compoſition, that in thus 
publiſhing it I ſhew more Concern to acquit myſelf 
as a faithful Miniſter and good Subject, than an 
able Writer; and that I depend more upon your 
| uſual candid Acceptance of my Labours, and my 
honeſt Intention in this Sermon, than upon any Ad- 
vantage | from any in the World as an Author. 


But ko 2 ſtand by RR” and * in 
almoſt all Companies, the Juſtice and Clemency 
of our Sovereign traduced, and many of his beſt 
Subjects, by the artful Fnſinuations of wicked Men, 
put to a Stand, not knowing what to think, or what 
to anſwer ? This put me upon preaching this Ser- 
mon, and finding it had a good Effect upon thoſe 
who heard it, I have ventured to ſend it abroad, 

wyhing it may be of the like Service to others; or 
2 | at 


22 
EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 
at leaſt may be a Means of ſetting ſome abler pen to 


work, who may do more Juſtice to the Subject of 
it. 


We are but juſt eſcaped, FT the Bleſſing of God, 
a moſt heavy Calamity : and ſurely the Senſe of the 
great Danger we have been in, ſhould make us 
proportionably cautious of every Attempt, which 
may expoſe us to the like again. Ipray God we 
may all duly conſider it, and in all our ſeveral 
Stations act, as becomes Perſons ſo remarkably di- 


ſtinguiſhed and protected by his Providence. 


To the ſame divine Aid and Gulldince I heartily 
commend you, being, Gentlemen, ""_ great 
Sincerity, 


Your moſt affeftionate Friend, 


and humble Servant, 


JOHN FRANCIS, 


Sy 


* g 
"Ir 


Luk xix. 27. 


But thoſe mine Enemies, which would not that 
T fhould reign over them, bring Aalen and ſlay 


them vefore me. 


8 in all Free States moſt people are apt to look 
upon themſelves to be at Liberty to diſcuſs and 
give their Sentiments of the Actions and Conduct of their 
Governors; ſo this Spirit or Humour ſeems more eſpe- 
cially to be at work amongſt us at this time: for we find 


Perſons of the moſt oppoſite Perſuaſions agreeing in ſcarce 


any thing elſe, but in blaming or cenſuring the Behaviour 


of their Superiors with regard to their Treatment of his 


8 s rebellious Subjects. 


Now it being the Buſineſs of all Well-wiſhers to our 
preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, and the Duty of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel in particular, to warn their Fellow ſubjects 
of any dangerous Miſtakes they are falling into, tending 
to the Diſturbance of our Peace, and the renewing our 
domeſtick Troubles, (by the great Mercy of God now hap- 
pily compoſed) I ſhall take this Matter into Confideration, 
and, as becomes the Station I am placed in amongſt you, 
offer ſome Things to your Thoughts, which, if well weigh- 
ed and ſeriouſly reflected upon, may, by the Bleſſing of God, 

bring 


f6) 
bring us under a proper Regulation both as to our Words 
1 ue by 


In 28 to this, 1 call addreſs myſelf to two 5 Sorts If 


People. To thoſe, firſt, who think our Governors too ſe- 


vere in their Puniſhments of the Perſons concerned in the 
late Rebellion. And then, ſecondly, to thoſe, who, on the 
other hand, look upon them as too mild and gentle. How 
hard is it for Governors to ſteer ſo ſteadily between theſe two 
Extremes, as not to fall under the Cenkure of one or ther 


of theſe two Sets of Men 


Io the former, who think our Governors too fevere, it 
might perhaps be ſufficient to bid them only recolle& them- 


ſelves, and confider now what their D were of thoſe 


Men, whom they are ſo apt at preſent to pity and commiſe- 


rate, when they ſaw them, with Fire and Sword, filling all 
Places with Fear and Terror; murdering and oppreſſing 
their Fellow- ſubjects, turning the Innocent out of Houſe and 
Home to contend with the Inclemencies of Cold and Hunger: 
with the greateſt Cruelty and Inhumanity endeavouring to 

involve their native Country in Miſery and Confuſion: to 
bring us again under a Yoke, the Yoke of Superſtition and 
Idolatry, of Tyranny and arbitrary Power, which neither we, 
nor our Fathers were able to bear. Our Paſſions were then 
raiſed to ſuch a Degree, that, I dare ſay, there were few of 


ns who then thought any Puniſhment too fevere for ſuch 


Wretches. But our Paſſions perhaps were then raiſed too 
high, to make us proper Judges of what was juſt and right; 
now we are come to cooler Thoughts, more moderate Mea- 
fares, we are apt to think, ſhould be hearkened to: Let us 
therefore conſider the Caſe calmly and impartially. 


' bb 


(7) 


* In order then to the rating of any Penalty, or determine» 
ing what Meaſure of Puniſhment it is reaſonable to allot to 
any particular Crime, we are to conſider the Object offended 
againſt thereby. For the greater and more noble or excellent 
the Object injured is, ſo much the greater and more criminal 
is the Fact eſteemed. And therefore as of all Objects, God 
Almighty is the greateſt and moſt excellent, ſo any Actions, 
which tend to his Diſhonour, are of all others the moſt 
wicked and deteſtable. The Actions next in remove from 
theſe, are ſuch as affect the whole Body of Mankind: and 
then ſuch as would diſſolve or diſturb the publick Order of 
the Kingdom, State or Commonwealth. 


The firſt and laſt of theſe Objects theſe Perſons have moſt 
notoriouſly offended. Every Crime indeed is an Offence 
againſt God: but then ſome Crimes are more immediately 
ſo, and in a more heinous Degree than others: and ſuch is 
the Caſe here. Moſt, if not all of the Leaders in this Re- 
bellion, (and they are the Perſons moſt ſeverely puniſhed) 
had taken the Oath of Allegiance to the preſent government, 
and, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, abjured that very Perſon, 
in whaſe Cauſe they took up arms: So that their firſt Step 
was Perjury, which was always reckoned a Crime of the deep- 
eſt Dye, as being the higheſt Affront Man can put upon God. 
It is an horrible Abuſe of his ſacred Name, an open Con- 
tempt of his Judgment, and an inſolent Defiance of his Ven- 
geance. Even amongſt the Heathens, it was always account- 
edrone of the moſt heinous Crimes, and which they believed 
Godidid not only puniſh upon the guilty Perſon himſelf, but 
alſo Ai Family and Poſterity ; z| and many "ee 19 0 


2 


* Pormnoonr,. . 
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whole Nations, as the Prophet likewiſe tells us, becauſe of” 
ſwearing falſiy the Land mourneth, Fer. xxiii. 10. And it 
is moreover a Crime of moſt injurious Conſequence to Men 
in general: for it is not only a Wrong to this or that particu- 
lar Perſon who ſuffers by it, but Treaſon againſt human So- 
ciety : So that in this reſpe& indeed, we may ſay, that theſe 
Rebels have offended the ſecond great Object we mentioned, 
vg. the whole Body of Mankind. For hereby are ſubvert- 
ed at once all the Foundations of Commerce and Intercourſe 
between Nation and Nation, of publick Peace and Juſtice, 
and the private Security of every Man's Life and Fortune. 
It is, as Archbiſhop Tillotſon juſtly repreſenteth it, a defeat- 
ing of the beſt and laſt Way, which the Wiſdom of Men 
could deviſe for the Deciſion of doubtful Matters. And hence 
Solomon very fully and elegantly expreſſeth the deſtructive 
Nature of this Sin. A falſe Witneſs fays he, againſt hrs 
Netghbour, is a Maul, or Mallet, and a Sword, and a ſharp 
Arrow, Prov. xxv. 18. Intimating that amongſt all the In- 
ſtruments of Ruin and Miſchief which have been deviſed by 
Mankind, none is of more pernicious Conſequence to human 
Society, than Perjury and Breach of Faith. 


It is further, we may obſerve, a Crime of ſo baſe and foul 
a Nature, that moſt Men are aſhamed of it, and therefore 
they endeavour to hide and conceal their Perfidiouſneſs all they 

can. But in the preſent Caſe it was open, it was avowed, it 
was gloried in ; it was Time then for God to lay to his Hand, 

. when they had ſo deſtroyed or made void his Law.. And 
cherefore we happily found him exerting his Power on this 
Occaſion: He declared it to be his own Cauſe'by confounding 

all their Devices, and bringing them to the Shame and De- 

ſtruction they merited. And, were they guilty of no other 


Crime, the very Heathens will tell us they deſerved Death. 
For 


(9) 
- For«thus Diodorus Siculus, (Lib. 1. C. 77.) reports of 
the /Egyptians, That by their Laws Perſons who had for- 
ſworn themſelves were adjudged to Capital Puniſhment, as 
guilty of the two greateſt Crimes; by violating that Piety 
which they owed the Supreme Being; and by thereby de- 
ſtroying Faith from 2 Men, the nn Pillar of 


Human Society. 


Indeed theſe Men had in Flew a Skreen for 1 Perfidy. 
A Power was to have been ſet up, and eſtabliſned amongſt 
us diſpenſing with all Oaths and Obligations ; The Word 
of God was no longer to have been our Guide ; The Mea- 
ſures of our Faith and Practice were to have come from 
another Tribunal. Our Sovereign was to have been de- 

throned. Our Holy Faith was doomed to ſuffer the worſt 
Effects of its Enemies Malice: Our Church, which by the 
pious Zeal and Blood of holy Martyrs, we now happily ſee 
placed in the native ſimple Majeſty of Primitive Chriſtianity, 
muſt have again given place to Roman Superſtition and Ido- 
latry: Our Eyes muſt have again beheld the Ravages of 
lawleſs Pride, blind Ignorance, and unbounded Power; 
bloody miſtaken Zeal rekindling the Fires, and the faithful 
Servants of CHRIS burning in the Flames. Such were 
the Evils, which theſe Men were preparing for us; and can 
the Uſage they meet with in return, be reckoned too ſevere, 
or indeed in any Meaſure to be compared with the * 
. and intended Effects of their Guilt ? 

al 

Our Bleſſed Savianr in my Text e a "King: 
cha ordering Vengeance to be taken upon his rebellious 
Subjects. But thoſe mine Enemies, which would not that. 


* ap — 
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(=) 
I ſhould reign over them, bring | hither and ſlay them before 
me. And our Lord is fo far from ſhewing any Difappro- 


bation of ſuch a Conduct, that, as the Learned Paraphraſt 
explains it, he is pleaſed thereby to preſignify his own 


deſtroying afterwards the rebellious Nation of the Fewos, 
who oppoſed his Goſpel, and the Eſtabliſhment of his 
Kingdom, with a moſt ſevere and exemplary temporal Pu- 
niſhment: And that he will likewiſe condemn at the Day 
of Judgment, all his open Enemies, who have wilfully re- 
jected and oppoſed his Goſpel,” as well as his wicked 
Servants, who have neglected and diſobeyed it, to eternal 

Death. | N Ts 59 00 ew L | 3 


Puniſhment, we are to obſerve, is not inflicted for its 
own Sake, or to gratify a revengeful Temper in the Party 
who puniſhes, but for the Sake of Example, and to deter 
others from the like Crimes. And for this Reaſon Ma- 
lefactors are executed in Places of publick Reſort, and with 
ſuch frightful Solemnity, as may ſtrike Terror into the Be- 
holders. The general Good and Security of the State or 
Kingdom, are the Things aimed at, not the Pain or Mi- 
ſery of the Offenders; and therefore when theſe Ends can- 
not be obtained any other Ways, Governors are obliged to 
take them off, to preſerve the Peace and We of aun n 


Wanne 


It is our pris in this Nation chat all Perſons accuſed 
of any Crimes, are tried by the Laws in Being. Now 
thoſe are free from all Paſſion or Prejudice; they ' ſpeak 
with all Indifferency ; they have no Regard to Perſons; they 
are Oracles proceeding from Wiſdom and Underſtanding ; 


from the deliberate Counſel and united Conſent of the three 
| Eſtates 
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Eſtates of the Kingdom; ſo that every Man is virtually 
agreeing, and gives his Aſſent to them. They are made 
publick to all, ſo that no one can juſtly pretend Ignorance 
of them; and conſequently he who breaks them offends 

inſt his Knowledge, and is at the ſame Time aware of 
the Penalty of tranſgreſſing: and hence it is that we find 
theſe Criminals are not only legally convicted, but they 
ſtand likewiſe ſelf- condemned: They have no further Plea 

to make, but only to caſt themſelves at en ee 8 


Fee, and beg 5 0 0 


Aut, thadghs: all this dub be ata true, vet there 
is one particular with Relation to ſome of the Criminals 
we are now ſpeaking of, which not a few amongſt us 
are apt to think very hard, and to deſerve ſome favourable 
Regard from our Governors. Such are repreſented as acting 
the Part they did in this Rebellion from a Principle. of 
Conſcience ©: That they looked upon the Perſon, — con- 
tended for, as having an indefeaſible hereditary Right to 
the Throne of theſe: Kingdoms, and that — they 
thought them ſelves obliged in Duty, both to God and him, 
to exert their utmoſt Endeavours to ſupport ſuch his Preten- 
ſions. Well, be it ſo. But does it from thence follow, 
that ſuch are proper Objects of our King's Clemency? They 
may be Objects of his and our Pity and Compaſſion, bur 
moſt certainly not of the former. The very Plea made 
for ſuch Perſons ſhews, that their Lives are quite incon- 
ſiſtent with our common Safety. For, the Principle remain- 
ing the fame, their Conſcience being under the fame Ertor, 
they muſt, if they would be conſiſtent with themſelves} 
act the ſame Part again, whenever an Occaſion offers 4 


and therefore as they have by Rebellion forfeited their 
11999 B 2 Lives 


(2) 
Lives to the Law, it is but common Prudence, | and Juftice 
to a State, to free it w__ * declared Ne 


” 4 


| But the Truth is, every Man, Fe "Im ander the Pro- 
tection of any Government, is bound in Conſcience to ſub- 
mit himſelf, and be obedient to the Laws of that Govern- 
ment; and he that acts otherwiſe is called a Traytor; or 
Traditor, or treacherous Perſon ; one that betrays a Truſt re- 
poſed in him: every individual Member of Society being a 
Sort of a Truſtee for the Publick, ſo far as his Power and A- 


| bility extend. And if, for Want of informing himſelf in 


the Nature of the Government he is ſubject to, he is led, by 
the Craft or erroneous Opinions of others, to endeavour the 
Subverſion thereof, he has none to blame but himſelf and 
his Seducers, if he falls a Victim to the juſt Vengeance of 
its Laws. We cannot ſee the inward Motives of Mens Acti- 


ons, and can only judge of them from what they do. If a 
Man's pleading his private Conſcience ſhould be admitted as 
a ſufficient Excuſe for his Crimes, we ſhould have few Cri- 
minals, but would have ſome ſuch a Plea: I am perſuaded, 


none that have been now puniſhed would haye omitted it at 
their Trials. Yet then they all thought fit to acknowledge 


the Legality of our Government by pleading to its Charge: 


whereas Conſcience is ſteady and uniformly the ſame, and 


would have as much obliged them to deny the Authority of 


our Government at the Bar, as it did to endeavour the Sub- 
verſion of it in the Field. 


But there is a compaſſionate Tenderneſs, peculiar to us of 
this Nation, which we cannot help being affected with, to- 
wards Perſons in Diſtreſs; and that, even though they have 
ber it upon themſelves by their own moſt heinous Crimes, 

even 
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Fo fach as tend to deprive ourſelves of all that is dear and 
valuable. When we are in Danger, none are more alarmed 
and terrified than we ; but, when that is paſt, and the Au- 
thors of our Troubles are in the State we before wiſhed them h 
our Hearts immediately relent, and we know not how t to bear 
thinking of the Puniſhment the Law directs, 


A Chriſtian Com * and pl Concern are no 
Doubt very commendable ; that ours may deſerve thoſe 
Names, they ſhould ariſe rather from the Conſideration, 


that ſo many of our Fellow- ſubjects ſhould have behaved 


ſo unworthily under fo wiſe and mild a Government, than 


their meeting with the Puniſhment due to their deſtructive 


Projects. They endeavour to draw off our Minds from the 
Truth of the Caſe, and to fix them upon the calamitous 
Circumſtances they and their Families are now in. But we 
ſhould not ſuffer ourſelves to be ſo deceived and impoſed upon. 

Themſelves and Families are indeed in great Miſery, but let 
them reflect, who were the Cauſes of it: who were the firſt 
that were wanting in Regard and Compaſſion for them? 
Not thoſe certainly, from whom they now receive the juſt 
Reward only of their Deeds, but themſelves, who nn, 


7 and wilfully expoſed them to it. 


Let us but call to Mind, how many worthy Perſons FORM 
loſt their Huſbands; how many innocent helpleſs Children 


have been deprived of their Fathers, and all their Subſtance, 


in the juſt Defence of themſelves and Country againſt theſe 
Rebels; and then ſee whether all- our Compaſſion ought to 
be confined to theſe. Surely the ſilent Eloquence of their 
Grief and Tears; the powerful Language of their innocent 


N n whoſe Parents were faithful and worthy Subjects, 
ſhould 


(14) 
ſhould avail as ſtrongly with us to lament their Sufferings, and 
give us a juſt Indignation at the cruel and unreaſonable. 
Cauſes of them. 5 


It is «haderd very VWs in every Member of our Religion, 
both by his Advice and Prayers, to endeavour , the Repen- 
tance and Converſion of all ſuch Criminals : but then we 
mult take care, that our Pity for them may not make us think 
hardly of our Governors, as if they had been more ſevere 
than was neceflary, It is as grievous to them, as it is to us, 
to ſee any of his Majeſty's Subjects involved in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances; but they dare not give way to ſuch paſſionate Emo- 
tions, where the Good and Safety of the whole Community 
are concerned. Mercy to the Guilty would indeed be Cru- 
elty to the Innocent, if theſe muſt thereby be exper to the 
pernicious Practices of the former, | 
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| Howdver, as there may poſlibly have been ſome amongft 
theſe Criminals, who thought, though erroneouſly, they 
were doing what was right, and there may be alſo ſome 
amongſt us (I hope they are very few) who may be leaning 
at leaſt towards the ſame Error; we will endeavour to ſet 
them right in this Matter, that none of our own Members 
may ever be deluded into the like Meaſures, ſo pernicious, 


both to themſelves and others. 
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Now the ane af che Error of theſe People i is, and oak 6 | 
Pains have been taken to make them believe it, that they 9 
look upon the Crown or Government of theſe Kingdoms to 
be a Matter of Property, and not an Office in Truſt: that 
the People were made for Kings, and not Kings for the Peo- 


Res 2 that King James the ſecond came to the Crown by an 
indefeaſible 
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indefeaſible hereditary Right: and that, conſequently, Nom 


ever he behaved, whether he obſerved the Laws, or not; 
however he might oppreſs his Subjects, and deprive them of 
their civil and religious Rights and Liberties; the Lords and 


Commons were to acquieſce therein, and quietly to ſubmit 
to whatſoever he ſhould do; and that therefore in not doing 


ſo they were Rebels : their Settlement of the Government 
was repugnant to the Law of God: and that his Son, if 
he has left any ſuch, has ſtill the ſame indefeaſible ne 


Right to ſucceed him. 


But the Caſe is in Truth otherwiſe, The Government 
of theſe Realms is of a mixed Nature. It is a limited Mo- 
narchy, not inveſted with abſolute and arbitrary Power, but 
with a Power bounded by the national Laws. The King's 
Buſineſs is to take care of the Nation's Welfare ; to have al- 
ways an Eye to the Publick; to procure their Good, and 
guard them againſt all Evils which may threaten them : and. 
above all to preſerve them in the quiet and full Enjoyment and 
Exerciſe of their Religion, as it is by Law'eſtabliſhed. Theſe 
Things King Fames the ſecond, as ww s Predecefſors had Ow. 
fwore to obſerve and maintain. HEE TIS 

But Ai forgetiing his Oath, or beigs, it may be, ab 
ſolved from the Power of it by the Pope, he ſet up his own 
arbitrary Will in Place of the Laws, threw down all the 
Fences, which the Legiſlature had raiſed to defend their Re- 
ligion and Liberties, and at laſt, becauſe he was likely to be 
reſtrained from bringing upon us the Miſchiefs he intended 
us, abdicated the Government, abandoned his Charge: : ſo 
that the Laws already made, could no longer be put in Exe- 


cution :: 
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cution : hereby all was reduced to Anarchy, and the Go- 


vernment was diflolved. 


What then were the People to do? They were ſurely re- 
turned to their original natural State, They were at Liberty 


to provide for themſelves ; by the Nobles and their own Re- 


preſentatives in Parliament to chooſe a new King; to erect 
a new Legiſlature; to bring Things into Order again, and 
to ſettle the Crown in ſuch a Manner, as might prevent the 
like Evils for the future. This, by the Bleſſing of God, 
they were enabled to do: this, by his eſpecial Providence 
over this Church and Nation, has ever ſince been preſerved : 

and this, we hope in God, as he has hitherto, ſo he will 
ſtill prote& againſt all the args and Machinations of our 


Enemies. 


So that now we ſee what our deluded Brethren have been 


contending for: what too many, amongſt us, think them 


right in attempting, or pity their Misfortune in not ſucceed- 
ing in it. Even for the pretended Heir of a Prince, who, 
in Violation of his Coronation Oath, of his moſt ſolemn 


Promiſes and Engagements, would have deprived us of 
all our religious and civil Rights, filenced the Laws, and, 


at length, gave up all Pretenſion of Right to be our King 
by his abdicating and abandoning his Charge. And in do- 


ing this, he not only forfeited his own Right, but that of 


his Poſterity too. The Nation gratefully and very juſtly 
choſe their glorious Deliverer and his Royal Conſort King 
and Queen: and his preſent Majeſty now fits upon the 
Throne by the Act of Settlement then made, and accordin g to. 


the L* in being has he governed ever ſince, and does now 
I govern, 
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govern, eren in that very Punidhinent now inſhQed en 25 
rebellious aer ee 


And could then any of theſe Men have juſt Reaſon for 
what they attempted? or can any of us think it right 
to diſturb” or endeavour the Subverſion of a' Government 
ſo well and legally founded? of a Government, from 
which we enjoy ſo happily all that we can reaſonably ex- 
or deſire? Surely it ought to have ſome Weight 
with = who are of the proteſtant Religion, . that if he, 
who how afpired to the Throne, had been placed thereon, 
ourſelves, and all our Brethren of the ſame Faith and Perſua- 
fion, had been expoſed to the greateſt Evils; to Death, 
and that through Variety of Tortures, for the Sake of God, 
and hie pure and uncorrupted Faith. If we ſhall at any 
Time be found favouring any ſuch Deſign, it concerns us to 
conſider betimes, whether it will not be adjudged a Fighting 
againſt God, ſhould we thereby ſo wantonly caſt away that 
Gyard, which he has moſt mercifully provided for us. This, 
whatever we may now think, would be nothing leſs than rai» 
fing and afſiſting God's Enemies againſt his faithful Servants, 
and would be making it again neceſſary to exert ourſelves, as 
did our Forefathers, in Defence of our Religion and our juſt 
Rights and Liberties, when our utmoſt Efforts may be fruit- 
le, and God, being therefore diſpleaſed with us, may leave 
us to abide: the deſerved Effects of 'our Folly. 5463.4 


The Prince, whom now God has placed over us, is eve- 
ry Way worthy his Station, and by what he has done for 
us ſhould be exceedingly dear to every true Engliſtman. He 
has expoſed his own Perſon in the Field of Battle; His 


ado g not OT from the Caance:of Mara 
and 


F 
and by his watchful Care of our Welfare upon all Occafions, 
he muſt have convinced us, that he looks upon our Intereſts. 
as inſeparably united with his own. And can any of us ex- 
pet, that our Properties, our Liberty, our Religion could 
ever be in ſuch Safety from a Popiſb Prince, brought in and 
ſupported by Princes of the ſame Religion, and whoſe own 
Subjects now groan under the worſt Effects of arbitrary Power. 
Even their monſtrous Tenets are not more incredible, than 
ſuch an Expectation were unreaſonable. Can the Ethiopian 

change his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots? Then may a 
Prince of the Roman Religion prove a good Guardian of the 
Religion and * of Proteſtants. 


As thardfore the Def gn and We FF. theſe Rebels 
were to deprive us of all thoſe Bleſſings we enjoy by dethron- 
ing our Prince, and placing in his ſtead the greateſt Enemy 
we have, it ſurely ſufficiently appears, what little Reaſon any 
of us have to think, that our Governors have been at all 
too ſevere in the Puniſhment of them: Our Sovereign 
might very juſtly have faid, as the King does in my Text; 
Thoſe mine Enemies, which would not that 1 Should reign. 
over them, bring hither, ne ſlay them before me. But in Imi- 
tation of that God, by whom Kings reign and Princes decree 
Juſtice, - in the Midft of Wrath he has not forgotten Mercy ; 
and. I rather fear that the Lenity of his Proceedings has. been 
ſo evident, that. I ſhall find it the more difficult, to ſatisfy 
ſuch as think he has been too mild and merciful. 


But nevertheleſs let thefe conſider, Who are the beſt Judges 
in this Matter; whether themſelves, or thoſe who have ex- 
amined the Merit and Demerit of each Perſon concerned. 


* Youth, the Mn, the Temptations, the particular 
Influence 


3 
9 
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Influence which ſome of them might be hides and their 
Behaviour fince are all to be taken into the Account : and 
when the Ends of Puniſhment are anſwered by the Exe- 
cution of the moſt guilty and notorious, the reſt might well 
be recommended as fit Objects of the Royal Clemency. 


Reaſon enough, I think, we all have to admire the Wiſ- 
dom, the Steadineſs, the Juſtice and the Clemency of our 
gracious Sovereign, and to bleſs God for the Happineſs we 
enjoy in having fo able a Prince, at firſt given and now pre- 

ferved to us. | g 


Let us FEE forth our Gratitude by the Chearfulneſs and 
Exactneſs of our Obedience; hearken to no Suggeſtions, 
which may tend to leſſen our Reſpect and Reverence of him, 
but pray God to continue him and his Poſterity Bleſſings to 
this and future Ages. And may God of his infinite Mercy 
grant this, to the Diſappointment of all the Defigns of his 
and our Enemies, even for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, our only 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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